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The Circuit Rider Published August 7, 2013

Weekly Update for the Mississippi Conference of The United Methodist Church

Greetings! 
Welcome to your connection for up-to-the minute news and information from the Mississippi 
Conference. Featured in this newsletter are the latest announcements, dates to remember, celebration 
stories from across the conference and current employment opportunities. Our hope is for The Circuit 
Rider to become a tool for building the connection across the conference, strengthening our districts 
and local congregations as we go forth to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the 
world. Please e-mail your news and information for us to share with others around the conference to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Attention: 
POWER of We: Core Four Resources Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/1378?utm_source=Circuit+Rider+Newsletter+7-31-13&utm_campaign=7-31-
13+Circuit+Rider&utm_medium=email  to view or download.

2011 Conference Journal, Vol. 2 and 2012 Conference Journal, Vol. 1 Available on Web Site
Go to http://www.mississippi-umc.org/pages/detail/990  to view or download.

Luke 12:32-40
New International Version (NIV)

The Parable of the Rich Fool
32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has 
been pleased to give you the kingdom. 33 Sell your 
possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses 
for yourselves that will not wear out, a treasure in 
heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart 
will be also.

Watchfulness
35 “Be dressed ready for service and keep your lamps burning, 36 like servants waiting for their master to return from a wed-
ding banquet, so that when he comes and knocks they can immediately open the door for him. 37 It will be good for those 
servants whose master finds them watching when he comes. Truly I tell you, he will dress himself to serve, will have them 
recline at the table and will come and wait on them. 38 It will be good for those servants whose master finds them ready, 
even if he comes in the middle of the night or toward daybreak. 39 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known 
at what hour the thief was coming, he would not have let his house be broken into. 40 You also must be ready, because the 
Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.”
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And the Next Stop Is...
Mark your calendars to attend events where Bishop 
James E.  Swanson, Sr. will be visiting in the upcoming 
days.  

• August 10 (Saturday)
Bishop Swanson will preach at the Day of Disciple-
ship event to be held at the Brookhaven First UMC
Ministry Center at 9:00 a.m.

• August 11 (Sunday)
Heritage UMC in Hattiesburg is celebrating ‘Back to Heritage Sunday’ at 10:00 a.m. and Bishop Swanson
will give the message.

• August 18 (Sunday)
Bishop Swanson will be preaching at St. Stephens UMC in Yazoo City at the 11:00 a.m. worship service.

• August 19 (Monday)
The Mississippi Conference Board of Pension will host a two-day educational session planned to assist clergy in model-
ing and teaching the United Methodist commitment to fully utilizing their time, talents, gifts, service and witness. Bishop 
Swanson will lead worship at 10:00 a.m. in the Hilton Hotel in Jackson on County Line Road.

• August 19 (Monday)
Bishop Swanson will be the guest speaker at the Summer Quarter Cluster Pot Luck Dinner Meeting at Asbury UMC in 
Holly Springs at 6:00 p.m.

• August 22 (Thursday) 
Bishop Swanson will be attending a consecration service in the Methodist Healthcare-Olive Branch Hospital in Olive 
Branch at 2:00 p.m.

Embracing the Charge  
Conference Process
By Connie Shelton, Director of  
Communications and Connectional Ministries
Charge conference. Two simple words that evoke sighs from 
pastors, frustration from church secretaries, dread from 
parishioners, exhaustion from district superintendents, and 
fatigue from district secretaries.

Perhaps, we can reclaim charge conference this year! The goal of charge conference is dialogue and dis-
cernment. Charge Conference is an intentional gathering for reflection. How is the POWER of the Holy 
Spirit moving in your congregation and what are your next steps to join God’s mission in the world?

Each charge conference gathering will be centered in a time of prayer and invitation to consider how God 
is moving among each faith community. Each superintendent will conduct charge conference in her/his 
own way. Some charge conferences will be gathered in clusters or groups while others will discern within 
a single congregation. Regardless of the make-up of charge conference, the ethos of the gatherings will be 
the same: open and authentic holy conferencing evidencing our core values of love, generosity, justice and 
apprenticeship.

Also, charge conference forms will be a little different this year. We will be using an online system. Go to 
www.mississippi-umc.org and click on CHARGE CONFERENCE FORMS.

After the forms are completed, the data needed for the database will be imported into the database system. (One of the many benefits 
is that district secretaries will not need to “rekey” data!) Pastors, even though you are completing all forms online and submitting them, 
you are asked to print two copies of every form and bring it to charge conference for signatures.

We pray charge conference will be a time of anticipation, expectation and discernment. I trust that each congregation is participating in 
The POWER of We DVD Bible study series. To what is the Holy Spirit inviting your congregation? May holy conferencing draw Missis-
sippi United Methodists into God’s mission in the world... and may we be found faithful through The POWER of We!

Connie Shelton
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The Bishop’s Convocation: “Holiness & Renewal of Ministry” 
According Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., one of the primary responsibilities of the annual conference is to provide effective and produc-
tive leadership to the local churches. For this reason, Swanson is inviting all Mississippi United Methodist 
clergy to an in-depth consideration of the connections between God’s holiness, one’s own holiness, and 
the renewal of the church. Dr. Jason Vickers has explored these relationships in his 2011 book “Minding 
the Good Ground:  A Theology of Church Renewal.”  Vickers will guide participants through the following 
four phrases of reflection on the theme: Contemplating God’s Holiness (Exodus 15:11 and Hosea 11:9), 
Encountering God’s Holiness (Exodus 19:23, Deuteronomy 4:12, and Isaiah 6:5), Becoming Holy (Leviti-
cus 11:45 and Numbers 16:46) and Finding Freedom in Holiness (II Corinthians 3:17.)  

While this gathering is designed for clergy, Swanson says that laity should care this is happening and be in 
prayer for those attending. “I am sure that every local congregation desires that their pastor be exposed to 
learning opportunities that would aid them in becoming the best pastors that they can become. The laity 
should desire to see growth in their pastors because as the pastor experiences growth, the people should grow,” said Swanson.  

The Bishop’s Convocation is September 30-October 2, 2013 at Crossgates United Methodist Church, Brandon, MS.  For more details 
and to register visit  www.centerforministry.com/pages/detail/1736.

Next FBI Director is a United Methodist
United Methodist News Service (UMNS) 

James B. Comey, Jr., confirmed by the U.S. Senate to be the next director of the Federal Bureau of In-
vestigation, has an extensive resumé in the justice system and law enforcement. He also brings experi-
ence as a United Methodist Sunday school teacher. Neill Caldwell of the Virginia Annual (regional) 
Conference has the story.

To read Caldwell’s blog, visit http://umcconnections.org/ and look for the July 31 post entitled 
“Next FBI Director is a United Methodist.”

United Methodist Pastor 2013 CNN Hero  
United Methodist News Service (UMNS)

NEW ORLEANS (UMNS) - After two experiences with gang-related violence, the Rev. Lisa Fitzpat-
rick co-founded a youth center in New Orleans to help shape and build lives. A CNN report reads:

Nearly 30 years ago, Fitzpatrick was the target of a gang initiation. She had pulled off the highway in 
Oklahoma City, to buy something at a convenience store, when a car pulled up alongside hers. She 
noticed two 12-year-olds struggling with something in the back seat. Suddenly, they were pointing a 
gun at her.  

“I saw their faces, and they were terrified,” she said. Then the shot rang out. The bullet only grazed 
Fitzpatrick, leaving a scar near her nose, but the incident changed the way she thought about gang 
violence. She said she later learned from police that the children were told they had to kill someone 
that night or someone in their family would suffer violent consequences.

“I wasn’t the victim that night, I was the collateral damage,” said Fitzpatrick, now 50. “The victims were the two babies in the back seat 
holding the gun. It turned my view upside down about who the victims are. Sometimes, it’s the person pulling the trigger.”

To read more, visit http://www.cnn.com/2013/07/18/us/cnnheroes-fitzpatrick-new-orleans-youth/.

Answering the “Call”   
By Jeffery L. Virgil, II, Ph.D

On Sunday, August 4, 2013 during the 11:45 a.m. service 
at Anderson United Methodist Church, I had the pleasure 
of presenting my initial sermon to the congregation. This 
was a moment that God had in the making many years 
ago. However, it took my response to His call to bring it to 
fruition. Being a member of Anderson for nearly 20 years, 

Dr. Jason Vickers

James B. Comey, Jr.

Rev. Lisa Fitzpatrick
Photo courtesy of CNN
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the preparation for this moment was very strenuous. Not because it was my first sermon, but 
because it was at Anderson, among people that have known me since I was a teenager and now 
as an adult. This was something big!     

In preparation for the sermon, I asked God to give me a “word” for His people. As I prayed and 
meditated, he gave me Joshua1:1-8. As I read and studied this passage, I could not grasp what 
exactly it was that He wanted me to say. Just as with any formal presentation, I stepped away 
from it and focused on something else. While working on another project, the subject came to 
me that dealt with the saying “faking it until you make it.” I have never been one that used this 
statement because it is not a way of life, nor is it one that should be used when giving advice 
to someone else. As time passed, I was flipping the television stations and stopped to tune-in 
to Dr. Phil. He referred to the statement and said, “Don’t fake it till you make it, you have to 
behave for success.” That is when it hit me; I received that and put it to work.

The subject matter of the sermon dealt with persons having a listening ear for the Word of 
God. God speaks to each one of us in His own unique way, but we have to be obedient and 
adhere to what is actually being said. I reflected on the challenges that life brings and the conse-
quences that follow the choices we make in response to those challenges. Many people look at their gaining of material things, knowl-
edge and education, and social status as things that they accomplished on their own; however, having all of that and it not be ordained 

by God, makes all of it just “stuff.” Our success comes from behaving or living godly so that we 
can hear God speak to us. Therefore, “Behaving for Success,” is a life changing message geared 
towards the spiritual growth of all of us.

Who would have ever thought that I would one day move into the direction of ministry? Well, 
it all began in the early 1980’s when my then pastor, Ludrick Cameron, at Columbia Valley 
United Methodist Church, indicated in one of his sermons that “Bubba is going to preach one 
day.” Like many others, I rejected that statement then and even 20 years later. However, it stuck 
with me over the years.

On March 19, 2002, I was involved in a near fatal incident where my life could have been taken 
at the hands of another individual. During my escape, I asked the Lord to save me and He did. 
I gained strength to run when at the time, I could not even walk. Another episode occurred on 
my 25th birthday where I was involved in an automobile accident where the car overturned 

five times and I did not receive one scratch. Again as the car was airborne, I asked God to save me, and He did. In 2008, I felt that my 
world had come crashing down when I lost my best friend, biggest cheerleader, and confidant, my mother. I felt that the world was 
against me in all aspects and turned to what I called the “next best thing,” alcohol. My bout with this journey came to an end when I 
finally broke and spoke with my then associate pastor, Earl Wilson. It was during these sessions that I saw all my faults and attempted to 
“fix” them on my own. That didn’t work! Pastor Wilson suggested I do some soul searching through scripture reading, prayer, and the 
reading of other literature. I did and at that point I saw that God was keeping me around for a reason—to inform others of how GREAT 
He is and to show them the benefits of being a believer. This is ministry!

While undergoing the counseling sessions, I was introduced to Disciple I Bible Study. Of course, my view of this was NOT to be a 
preacher. However, after completing the first few months of study, I came to realize that I was not in charge, and that there is a higher 
being that has me in his care. At the end of this 34 weeks session, it was clear to me that God provided me with the necessary tools to do 
a “personal inventory” that would allow me the opportunity to “clean house” so that He can come in and do what was to be done. After 
much prayer and meditation, I did just that, so I thought. When I lifted my hands and said, “Lord here I am, I am all yours,” it seems 
that’s when Satan went on full attack. It was during this time that I felt so alone, isolated from everything. But in essence, this was the 
time that God needed for me to focus strictly on Him. At that point, I reevaluated my work and efforts and saw that I was no longer at 
the church, I was in the church.

Since I thought I had cleaned house and made the necessary changes that I thought God wanted me to do, my flesh somehow fell weak 
to how I used to behave when I was in the “world.” But God never left me. I found myself in a situation that was far beyond anything 
that I had previously gone through. It was at that point that I said “this is it.” I am done with the flip-flopping. I told God, at that mo-
ment, whatever it was He had for me to do, I would do it freely. He came to me and told me that my time was now, and that he had 
allowed me to play long enough. So I went to my pastor, Joe May, and informed him of my calling and my willingness to accept.

Dr. Jeff Virgil, II delivers his first 
sermon at Anderson UMC.

Anderson UMC Pastor Joe May 
and Dr. Jeff Virgil, II



Well, here we are five (5) years later. I have completed Disciple I-IV and have taught Disciple I to a new class that is now in Disciple II. So 
my calling is reaching, teaching and touching the lives of others in efforts to share God’s word so that all can understand without conflict 
or confusion.

Meridian District Find-A Church Page Winners 
From the Meridian District Newsletter

At the annual clergy picnic on July 23, the winners of the district-wide Find-A-Church Page competition for the highest quality, most 
engaging and informative church page on the site were announced. The larger church winner was Poplar Springs Drive UMC, Merid-
ian. Their page can be seen here: http://bit.ly/11uUSWd. Their pastor is Rev. Larry Hilliard and their page editor is Nancy Crews. The 
smaller church winner was Oak Grove UMC, near Meridian, and their pastor and editor is Rev. Jonathan 
Tullos. Their page can be seen here: http://bit.ly/14iHzMs. A certificate for the church and a small cash 
prize for the pastor were given to the winners. Receiving certificates of honorable mention were Stonewall 
UMC and Pleasant Grove (Bailey) UMC. Pastors of these churches are Rev. James Hall and Rev. Lynne 
Anderson, respectively.  

Following the announcement, the winning pages were projected on the large wall of the meeting room 
while Renelda Owen, a member of the MS Conference Communication Commission, discussed their con-
tent and effectiveness. All churches are gifted a webpage by United Methodist Communications (UMCom). 

Owen pointed out that only 26% of Meridian district churches have taken advantage 
of adding important information to their pages such as service times, ministries, and 
driving directions.

District Superintendent Billy Owen urges all churches to look at their page, check and 
correct the information that is there, and then update and add a photo and information about the church’s min-
istries, how to find it (physical address and driving directions), where to park, how to contact the church, what to 
expect during a worship service, etc. This can be a great tool to reach anyone who is seeking a church. He also re-
minded pastors to keep in mind their audience when writing the page content. What would a seeker need to know? 
What would make that person want to visit your church? Also, be careful to pay attention to spelling, capitalization, 

and usage. These details matter in presenting your church.

Owen is challenging all churches to have fully developed pages by the time of their charge conference this fall. His 
goal is 100% participation. When examining the pages, he noticed that there are churches with the name of a former pastor from several 
years ago embedded in descriptions, broken links to obsolete web pages, or email addresses for the pastor of a neighboring church incor-
rect. There are many churches with an incorrect physical address or only a P. O. Box. Since today people depend on online maps and 
GPS navigation, this is an important detail to get right. It is up to each church to check its information and make the needed corrections 
and improvements. Owen says the bottom line is to make your church’s page the best outreach tool it can be. If a church would like 
further assistance in updating a page, contact reneldao@yahoo.com.

St. Matthew UMC  
Hosts Fall Revival
August 7, 2013 (Final night of revival) 
St. Matthew United Methodist Church’s fall revival will 
be August 5-7. Service will begin at 7:00 p.m. each night. 
The Rev. Lonnie Nicholson, pastor of Bethel and St. James 
United Methodist Churches of Quitman and Desoto, MS, 
will be the guest speaker. The church is located at 9238 
Cook Road in Bailey, MS. 

Beautiful Women’s Conference 
August 10, 2013

The St. Stephen UMC cordially invites ladies to join them for a wonderful day of fun, fellowship, great food and dynamic teaching. 
Christian life coach, Jerra Dooley, will share invaluable and inspiring insight about image, identity and influence. Enjoy a little humor 
with a lot of heartwarming expressions of God’s plan for ladies to become His beautiful masterpiece! Admission is free. Make plans 

Rev. Larry Hilliard, 
Poplar Springs Drive 

UMC

Rev. Jonathan 
Tullos, Oak 
Grove UMC
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to attend the Beautiful Women’s Conference, Saturday, August 10, 2013, 10:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. The location is St. Stephen UMC, 800 
Tuscaloosa Road, Columbus, MS 39701. The daytime contact for information is Ruth at 662-574-2804. The evening contact is Katie at 
662-352-1944. Details are also online at www.gracefull.org/events/columbus.

Leadership Training Offered in Brookhaven     
August 10, 2013    

Leaders from all over the Mississippi Conference will be instructors in an exciting day of worship, disciple training, learning, and fellow-
ship. Join them August 10, 2013, at Brookhaven First UMC from 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. All laity and clergy are welcome and encouraged 
to participate. There will be workshops to benefit every aspect of the local church. For clergy who attend this event and participate in 
every session, a ½ credit CEU will be awarded. The cost for the event is $10.00 if you register and pay before the event. Send registration 
information and payment to the Brookhaven District office, P.O. Box 629, Brookhaven, MS 39602.   

Morning Session
• Using Mission Site &Vital Signs for Church Growth
 Instructor: Rev. Tim Thompson, Assistant to the Bishop, Mississippi Annual Conference  
• Beyond the Walls: Loving People into the Kingdom
 Instructor: Rev. Steve Casteel, Clinton First UMC 
•Administry: Developing Administrative Support for Mission & Ministry
 Instructor: David Stotts, Mississippi Conference Treasurer
• Leadership Development: Developing Leaders for the POWER of We
 Instructor: Rev. Dr. Connie Shelton, Director of Communications and Connectional Ministries

Afternoon Session I
• Administry: Developing Administrative Support for Mission & Ministry
 Instructor: David Stotts, Mississippi Conference Treasurer 
• Youth Ministry Overview
 Instructor: Jana Jobe, Crystal Springs UMC Youth Director
• Developing Generous People & Wise Stewards
 Instructor: Rev. Mike Hicks, MS Methodist Foundation
• Beyond the Walls: Loving People into the Kingdom
 Instructor: Rev. Steve Casteel, Clinton First UMC 

Walden UMC Revival   
August 11-16, 2013   

Walden UMC is inviting everyone and choirs to attend its fall revival, prayer, and healing services. Revival services start Sunday evening, 
August 11, through Tuesday night, August 13, 2013. Prayer and Healing Services will be Wednesday, August 14 through Friday, August 
16. Walden UMC is located at 308 Franklin Road Goodman, MS. For more information call 662-472-2868.

Walden UMC revival services:

• Sunday - Rev. Dr. Nathanial Christian, Goodman Baptist
• Monday - Elder Ozell Landfair, Sr., Clarksdale Haven
• Tuesday - Elder Ozell Landfair, Sr., Clarksdale Haven
• Wednesday - Rev A. Miller, Haven UMC, Winona
• Thursday - A. Gibbs, Belzoni Circuit - Greenville
• Friday - Rev. O. Herron, Union Memorial UMC - Pickens

St. Mark UMC Revival   
August 11-16, 2013    

St. Mark UMC located at 7 Sunshine Road in Daleville, invites you to revival services. On Sunday, August 11, worship service will begin 
at 10:00 a.m. Monday through Friday, August 12-16, revival services will be at 7:00 p.m. There will be a service of healing on Friday. The 
evangelist will be their new pastor, the Rev. Terry Ann Roberts. Everyone is invited to attend. Those who cannot come out are asked to 
pray for the revival services. 
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St. Mary UMC Revival Days   
August 19-21, 2013    

The Rev. Eddie Spencer and members cordially invite everyone to Revival Days at St. Mary’s UMC. Revival will begin Monday, August 
19 and continue through Wednesday, August 21.   Services are at 7:15 nightly. The scheduled speakers are: the Rev. Chris Taylor (Mon-
day), the Rev. Darrell Blankenship (Tuesday), and the Rev. Edward Cool (Wednesday). St. Mary’s is located in Crystal Springs, MS at 
3009 Harmony Road.

Senatobia District Worship Night for Youth   
August 11, 2013    

The Senatobia District worship night for youth will be held Sunday, August 11, at 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m. at Getwell 
Road United Methodist Church. Mike Howington, the Mississippi Conference Coordinator of Youth and Family 
Ministries, will be the guest speaker. He has deeply touched the heart of students and leaders across the Mississippi 
Conference with his passion for knowing Jesus and directing ministry to help reach students with the truth of the 
irresistible love of God. This is a free event. Extra money can be brought for ice cream ($5) and for a Matt King 
CD’s ($10). For questions contact the Rev. Cathy Larsen at 662-812-1777 or clplarsen@yahoo.com and Nathan 
Russell at 662-552-3128, or nrussell@getwellroad.org.

Tupelo District Presents a Ministry Resource Event   
August 25, 2013    

The Ministry Resource Event is an educational event for clergy and laity which will enhance the ministries of local churches 
throughout the district. This will take place at First UMC in Amory, MS on Sunday, August 25, 2:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

The topics for the event:

• Wesleyan Means of Grace taught by the Rev. Chris McAlilly
• The Effective Use of Technology in Worship taught by Caitlin Congdon and Patrick Shownes of UM Communications, Nash-

ville
• Moving the Church into the Future taught by the Rev. Candace Lewis of the General Board of Discipleship

The Rev. Darrell Sanderson will be directing an UMCOR packing event where volunteers will assemble health kits for delivery to 
the UMCOR Sager-Brown warehouse in Louisiana. Youth groups may be particularly interested in this activity. More details to 
follow as plans are finalized. For more information call the Tupelo District office at 662-842-8477.

Leading with REAL POWER:  
Lay Leadership Conference
September 14, 2013

Amazing things happen when you lead with the Holy Spirit in Relevant, 
Enthusiastic, Authentic and Loving ways. Join with Laity from across 
the conference at this year’s Lay Leadership Conference and discover 
things about yourself and the Holy Spirit that will make your ministry 
in the world more POWER-filled.  Leadership is less about position but 
more about influence. Who are you influencing? What are you influenc-
ing them to do? What is God calling you to do?   These questions and 
more will be discussed Saturday, September 14, 2013 during the laity 
gathering Leading with REAL POWER: Lay Leadership Conference. The 
conference begins 8:30 a.m. at Christ UMC, 6000 Old Canton Road, 
Jackson, MS.

The keynote speaker is Christie Latona, church leadership and develop-
ment expert. She has helped some of the most fruitful pastors in the 
denomination author books including “Begging for REAL Church” and 
“The Power of REAL” with Joe Daniels. Most recently, she has teamed with Mississippi resident Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr. and 
leaders in the Missouri Annual Conference in creating the Core Four Study.
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The Mississippi Conference Lay Leader, Timothy Crisler, explains why he’s advising laity to register for this.

“Every laity member who attends this conference will be greatly blessed by our keynote speaker,” said Crisler. “I have had the op-
portunity to work with Christie recently on several projects and I have found her teachings to be very inspirational and her grasp 
of Holy Scripture profound. I know her presentation will resonate with every participant present.”

The cost is $10.00 for lunch. For more information and to sign up, visit http://www.mississippi-umc.org/events/detail/1145.

Mississippi Conference Clergy Spouse Retreat 
October 11-12, 2013  

The Mississippi Conference Clergy Spouse Retreat will be held in Pearl at the Holiday Inn at Trust-
mark, October 11-12. The cost is $100 per person (double occupancy). This includes room, dinner 
on Friday night, and breakfast on Saturday morning. Rates are based on a double occupancy in the 
hotel with a roommate with conference registration. You may request a specific roommate or ask to 
be paired with one by the organizers. Single room rate, for those joined by a spouse or someone not 
registered with conference, is $150. Registration will be from 3:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. on Friday, with 
dinner beginning at 6:00 p.m. Guest speakers for the retreat will be the Rev. Drs. Joey and Connie 
Shelton. Joey is the senior pastor of Galloway UMC in Jackson. Connie is the Director of Connec-
tional Ministries for the Mississippi Conference. The retreat will end around lunch time on Saturday. 
More information about registration is on the clergy spouse’s website at http://bit.ly/14E3qa5. Send 
registration and payment to Debbie Criddle, P. O. Box 147, Amory, MS 38821. You may contact her 
by phone at 662-601-3510, or by e-mail at debbiecriddle@rocketmail.com. Registration deadline is 
September 25. There are some scholarships available for first-time attendees or retirees. You may contact Criddle for details. 

Annual Conference 2014  
June 6-8, 2014 
Bishop James E. Swanson, Sr., has announced that the 2014 session of the Mississippi Annual Conference will be held on June 6-8 
at the Jackson Convention Complex.

Please be in prayer for the Rev. Jeep and Dorothy Pep-
per, appointed to McAdams Charge. Rev. Pepper had 
surgery August 1 in Memphis. He is the father of the 
Rev. Doug Pepper and grandfather of the Rev. Wesley 
Pepper. (Starkville District)

The Greenwood District would like your continued 
prayers for the Rev. Maxine Bolden (Itta Bena Samuel 
Chapel/MVSU Wesley Foundation). She has been dis-
charged from the hospital in Jackson and is resting at home.

Catrina White, wife of the Rev. Creighton White, pastor of Coy and Stallo, had surgery July 31 at the Women’s Hospital in Tupelo, 
MS. The family covets your prayers. (Meridian District)

Don Price, husband of the Rev. Kathy Price, pastor of Haven Chapel, is in Anderson Hospital. Please keep the Price family in your 
thoughts and prayers. (Meridian District).

Employment Opportunities
• Executive Director - Mississippi United Methodist Foundation
The Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, Inc. is seeking a person with up-to-date certifications such as CPA, CFP, or 
other comparable financial certifications to fill the position of executive director. The executive director shall be responsible 
to and work under the direction of the Board of Directors of The Foundation. 
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The executive director shall be the chief operations officer for The Foundation which includes oversight of the total invest-
ment portfolio, all trusts and endowments. The executive director shall maintain security and integrity in the handling of 
funds entrusted to The Foundation.
Persons interested may contact the Mississippi United Methodist Foundation, Inc. at 601-948-8845, 1-800-496-0975, or 
email to martha@ms-umf.org  for the application and job description. The deadline for applications to be received in 
The Foundation office is September 1, 2013.

Uncle Bubba’s Pot Roast 
1 can beef broth
1 can cream of mushroom soup
1 can cream of chicken soup
1 (approximately 4 lb.) pot roast
1 cup dry red wine
4 cloves chopped garlic
1 pkg. Lipton dry onion soup mix
Mix all ingredients, except roast, together and set aside. Brown roast in some oil on all sides. Pour mixture over and cook, 
covered (either in oven or in crock-pot), until very tender.

 – From Judy and Doc McCarty, St. Paul UMC Ocean Springs, Mississippi
• Attention: Have a recipe too good to keep? Share it with our Circuit Rider readers. Email your favorite recipes to 
news@mississippi-umc.org.

Submit to The Circuit Rider by Noon Each Monday
The Conference communication team looks forward to getting your stories and events for the next 
issue of The Circuit Rider, but the details are needed no later than noon each Monday the day before 
distribution on Wednesday.

There’s no guarantee that items received after the noon cut off will make the following Circuit Rider, 
so share your happenings soon. Send to: news@mississippi-umc.org.

Thanks in advance for helping tell the Mississippi United Methodist story!

Follow the Conference on Facebook at https://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Mississippi-United-
Methodist-Conference/436491529732524 and on Twitter at https://twitter.com/Mississippi_UMC.

Stay Connected with ConnecTText

Mississippi United Methodists with the ability to receive text messaging via phone are encouraged to sign up for ConnecTText.  
The service is another option for people to stay informed about important dates and other Conference happenings. 

To sign up for ConnecTText:
1. Remember, you must have the ability to get text messages on your phone.
2. From your mobile phone, text the letters UMC to the number 601-721-4468 and press send.
3. Wait a few seconds for a confirmation text and you’re connected!
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